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Instructions for Malekulas 

Situation

You live on an island called Malekula.

It is difficult for the boats to arrive up to the island because you have no lighthouse. You know that you need a lighthouse but you do not know what you need to build it. This is why your government contracted civil engineers of a foreign firm to show you how you can build lighthouses on the other islands of your country in the future. You will build the first lighthouse with the engineers, then you can build them alone. The lighthouse will be built out of paper, using adhesive tape, scissors and pencils. You know these materials, but not the plan to build it.

Social behavior

You are used to having a direct contact with your interlocutors. Your communication cannot exist without such contact. To speak with somebody without looking at him (her) directly in the eyes is thus very impolite.  If you join a group, you don't have to be in direct contact. You just immediately form a circle with the others in order to be able to communicate in an equal way with each person.

The greeting ritual when you meet somebody is also very important.

Greetings

A touch on the shoulder is a traditional greeting. When someone touches you on the right shoulder, you should touch him on the left shoulder. All other forms of contact are offensive and hurtful. To shake hands is very rude. A male Malekula can only touch another man, even if he is introduced to a woman, whether she is Malekula or  foreign woman. When a Malekula is not welcomed by a touch on the shoulder or has no direct contact with his interlocutor during the conversation, he shouts.

Yes / No

Malekulas don't use the word “no” and always say “yes”. However, if they mean “no”, they accompany the  “yes” with an emphatic nodding of the head (you should practise doing this).  

Ritual of work

While working, the Malekulas always smile. The tools are gender-specific: scissors are male, pencil, paper and ruler are female. Glue is neutral. Men never ever touch a pencil or a ruler. The same goes for women and scissors.

Towards foreigners

Malekulas are convivial people and they like contact with foreigners. But they are also proud of their own culture. They know that they will never be able to build the lighthouse on their own. On the other hand they don't consider the foreigner's culture and education as superior. Building lighthouses is just something they don't know how to do. They expect the foreigners to adapt to their culture. However, because their own behaviour is natural to them, they can t explain it to the experts (this point is VERY important). 
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